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CAGE FIGHTING 
Grievance 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [9.43 am]:  I raise the subject of cage fighting again, because it has had some 
profile and media coverage in the community in recent times.  We really believe that the issue needs more 
substantial debate, probably more substantial than we can give it in the 14 minutes’ total time that the minister 
and I have to talk about it today.   

I think there is a very strong community feeling against the proposed cage-fighting event to be held at the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition Centre on 5 October.  Not only is there strong community feeling against it, but some 
organisations are deadset against it happening too.  I refer, of course, to the Australian Medical Association 
(WA), whose president, Geoff Dobb, came out strongly against it on 31 August, when it was first mooted that 
this event may happen here.  The police have not been speaking on this too much.  As I understand it, they are 
always against events that promote or are seen to promote a certain element of the community with a propensity 
for violence.  We recall that tragic event some months ago, when a young man was killed in a fight after the 
Danny Green bout was shown on television at the Coolbellup Hotel.  The police just sit there and are very 
anxious about these events happening, and that is boxing, which is much better regulated than this event will be.   

I put it to the minister that the government has handled this issue very poorly.  I think that the minister was 
probably caught with his pants down a little bit.   

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Order, member for Dawesville! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The first I knew about the proposed cage-fighting event was when I read an article in The 
West Australian of 31 August that said that the Professional Combat Sports Commission would give its 
consideration to a King of the Cage tournament scheduled for 5 October at the Perth Convention and Exhibition 
Centre.  My staff did a little research on that because it did not ring very true to me.  I looked at some stuff on 
the Internet to see what this cage fighting was about.  I thought that nobody in their right mind would approve 
that; it will not happen, so I really did not have to do too much. 

I was aghast when late last week it emerged that not only had the commission approved that bout, but also the 
minister had said that he was not in any position to stop it happening.  I think that is what has generated the 
publicity.   

We are happy that the government will stop events like this in future, but we are not happy that it will not stop 
this event.  At the risk of being repetitive after question time yesterday, we are bitterly disappointed that this 
legalised thuggery cannot be stopped.  Where there is a will there is a way.  I know that the minister said that he 
had got legal advice on the matter; I ask him to get other legal advice if he has to, because I am so emphatic that 
this event should not happen.   

I will reiterate the ways that we believe this event can be stopped.  I would like members to consider what the 
opposition said yesterday in question time.  Clause 9 of the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 states - 

The Commission is subject to the control and direction of the Minister, and is responsible to the 
Minister for the administration of this Act. 

To me, that gives the minister the power to say that he does not believe that this event should happen.  I also 
suggested that the lease agreement the government has with the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre should 
be looked at to check that the operator does not have carte blanche to let events happen there.  That would be 
another way of stopping it.  It has already been mentioned that we could bring in legislation to amend the 
Professional Combat Sports Act 1987; it would only be one simple amendment to give the minister the power of 
veto over events that are not considered to be in the public interest.  The minister could get advice from the 
police and everybody else to find out whether an event is in the public interest. 

If the minister does not try to do something about this event, he will be pretty embarrassed, because members on 
this side of Parliament will jump in and introduce an amendment.  We will bring it in next week and will try to 
do it through an urgency motion.  If the minister knocks that back, I do not reckon that he will look good.  I note 
that the minister, I think it was in his ministerial statement on Tuesday, said that he asked the Department of 
Sport and Recreation to give this issue top priority.  Perhaps, he can tell me where the department has got to with 
that.  There is no doubt that the minister is the appropriate person to deal with this, and I note his various 
portfolios: Minister for Sport and Recreation - obviously, this is not a sport or recreation, and I think everybody 
agrees with that; Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Minister for Community Safety, and I referred to 
the community safety episode after the Danny Green fight, when that gentleman lost his life; and Minister for 
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Water Resources as well.  I think that is interesting, as the minister might need to get the fire brigade or someone 
to spray a bit of water on people to cool them down because that is what happens at these events, unfortunately. 
There is a belief amongst many people in the community that this government is soft on drugs - that has been 
mentioned many times in this place - and is soft on organised crime.  We know that there are 250 too few police 
on the beat and on the streets.  The minister will say that we have a few more police officers than when it came 
into government and all that sort of stuff, as it always puts a positive spin on it.  The government says it is hard 
to recruit because police officers leave to go to the mining companies and actually get more money and so on.  
However, there are 250 too few police on the streets as we speak.  Now, with this decision, it seems like the 
government will go soft on violence as well, and the effect that it has on the community when people view 
events such as this.  The minister’s decision to condone this gratuitous violence is insipid, wishy-washy and 
weak, and surrenders to the base instincts of a very small percentage of the community.  If the minister lets the 
cage fighting event on 5 October occur, he will stand condemned by this community and he will have 
demonstrated that he is not fit to hold the ministries he has. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.50 am]:  I treat this matter very 
seriously.  I thank the member for raising it as a grievance.  Unfortunately, he went on to speak a whole load of 
absolute tripe, things that were factually wrong, which clearly indicates that the member is about going over the 
top.  That is what cage fighting is about; it is about going beyond sport to something that I do not condone.  We 
saw that behaviour from the member in giving his grievance and talking about police numbers being lower when 
we know they are higher, and talking about me condoning this event when I have made it clear that I oppose it.  
If the member wants to deal with these matters in a way in which he can have some effect, he needs to deal with 
facts and not create a huge fantasy, because that is what he certainly did in the latter part of his grievance. 

The Professional Combat Sports Commission is the body with statutory responsibility to ensure that professional 
combat sports are conducted in a safe and fair manner for the participants.  The commission has representatives 
from the Australian Medical Association, WA Police, the combat sports industry and the Department of Sport 
and Recreation.  Those people are around the commission’s table and make decisions, as they are required to do 
under the act.  Contestants and participants, which include trainers, managers, promoters, officials, match 
makers, seconds and assistant trainers, are required to register with the commission.  Under the commission’s 
enabling legislation, mixed martial arts is an eligible sport to receive a permit to conduct a professional event.  In 
fact, that was the key motivator in bringing the legislation forward, because we had new and developing forms of 
mixed martial arts - some of a very dubious nature - and there was therefore need for legislation to try to draw a 
line between what was a sport and what went beyond what was acceptable as a sport.  Mixed martial arts is a 
combat sport in which a wide variety of fighting techniques are used, including striking and grappling. 

The permit to conduct the event in early October was issued by the Professional Combat Sports Commission late 
last week.  In the proposed event, contestants will be enclosed in a multi-sided cage for the duration of the 
contest - an aspect that creates a lot of concern, and I would say even revulsion, in the community.  I clearly do 
not support the staging of the event, and I have made that clear in this house and outside.  When I was aware that 
there was an application, I sought advice about whether I had the power upfront to put a stop to it.  Advice from 
the State Solicitor’s Office was sought and it was made clear that I do not have the power to override an 
application for a permit for such an event.  The Professional Combat Sports Commission is not subject to the 
control or direction of the minister under the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987.  I am disappointed that I 
cannot intervene, because I most certainly would do so if I had the power to. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Of course you can. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I intend to amend the legislation and I have sought advice - as the member said, quite 
urgently - to do that. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I have interjections from the member for Cottesloe, who simply wants to do things 
outside the law; that is how members opposite want to behave.  We know why members opposite are in 
opposition; we know why their stocks are so low.  It is because they fail to deal with the facts in a rational way.  
They simply react in a way that is right over the top so that they can get some media and not deal with the issue. 
The advice I need is whether we can actually give the minister power under the act so that he can veto such 
events.  That would be one way of going.  Alternatively, we could tighten the definition of what events licences 
can be issued for.  We can do one or the other or potentially both.  We need to see how that can be done. 

It was interesting to hear the argument or evidence put by the member in his grievance.  One could build a case 
that Danny Green’s fights should be closed down. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  I gave it as an example of what violence can happen after these types of events. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 20 September 2007] 

 p5494b-5496a 
Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr John Kobelke 

 [3] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Yes, but if the member is now saying that I should step in and stop all these events 
because they might lead to violence afterwards, that would mean shutting down Danny Green’s fights, which I 
do not think the member is suggesting. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  It was just an example. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The point that members need to face up to is that when we put in legislation, the 
legislation then has to work according to the black letter of the law.  If we go too far with this, we could end up 
shutting down Danny Green’s fights.  That is why we need to do it in a proper way with advice from the experts.  
I have spoken to the chair of the commission in the past few days and I have asked him to give me advice about 
how we can make sure in the future that these events will not take place.  I do not want to close down boxing.  
Therefore, we need to work out rules that will make a distinction.  It can be left with the minister of the day for 
him to make a decision in a potentially subjective way or we can try to put clearer definitions into the act.  That 
is what I am seeking advice on, because I do not wish to undermine the expertise and knowledge of the 
Professional Combat Sports Commission.  It has an important job to do and I have respect for the people on it.  I 
understand that the commission has, in part, taken the view that if it did not issue the licence, the event could 
potentially go ahead in an underground way.  They wanted to make sure that they could put conditions on it so 
that if it is to go ahead they can have some control over it.  I have had evidence in the past of not cage fighting 
but other types of professional bouts that I believe are totally unacceptable.  These days, with emails and SMS, 
people set up an event in a warehouse somewhere and in no time at all they have 1 000 people there.  By the time 
the police and other people get there the whole thing is over.  The issue is that they can potentially get away with 
it.  It is not because of a lack of vigilance.  If those people call it an amateur event, it is not caught by the act.  
We should not think that a knee-jerk reaction will fix the problem.  It needs to be thought through properly so 
that we can make sure that we can veto these types of events in the future. 

Some of the conditions the commission has placed on the event include requiring contestants to register with the 
commission, to undertake blood tests and to have a medical clearance to compete; the engagement of a fully 
qualified medical practitioner to conduct pre-event medical checks and to be present at the contest; notification 
to hospitals and other people who may have to come into play; a certificate from a structural engineer for the 
cage structure; emergency medical equipment; and crowd control and security.  The commission has tried to put 
in place all the controls that it possibly can under the law.  Clearly, we do not believe that the event should go 
ahead.  I am a supporter of sport, but I do not believe that these types of events can be called sport. 
 


